MUS455: Teaching Instrumental Music

Arrangement Assignment

Create an arrangement of one of the following songs (Mary Had a Little Lamb, Yankee Doodle, Hot Cross Buns, This Old Hammer, London Bridge, Amazing Grace) for 3 instruments, and perform the piece in class.
Guidelines for your composition:

1. No longer than one (1) minute in length.

2. Write for the instrumentation we have in class.

3. Include a melody (may move between parts/players), a bass line (may move between parts/players), and one other “interesting” part (harmonic line, rhythmic ostinato, partner song [may move between parts/players], etc.). You may use a notation program, such as “Finale,” or use staff paper.

4. Create a score including all 3 parts in concert pitch, and 3 individual parts for the players, transposed as needed; put the score on one page, and each individual part on its own page. Score and parts will be handed in after performing the arrangement in class.

5. You must include a section with chord changes for improvisation, and you must be one of the improvisers. Be sure to include appropriate accompanimental parts (a bass line, harmonic backup lines, etc.) and chord changes (I, V, IV; C, G7, C; etc.) in each part, so the players know what is happening during the improvisation section.

6. Include a brief introduction to your arrangement, if appropriate.

7. Be prepared to explain the compositional procedures, form, etc. used in your composition.

Tips. . .

For the purposes of this assignment, please use common practice harmonic language.

Select appropriate keys for the instruments used.

Consider instrumental ranges and tessituras.

Consider moving the melody from voice to voice.

Use measure numbers, rests, dynamic markings, and articulations. 

