MUS455: Teaching Instrumental Music

Rote Song Treasure Hunt

1. Find a rote song that you can teach to the class.

2. The song must have an interesting tonal or rhythmic aspect (i.e., minor or modal tonality, unusual meter), or be from another culture, and must be an actual folk or children’s song.  Look on the web or in song collections, especially multicultural collections and anthologies.

3. Learn the song on your major instrument, the recorder, and be able to sing it on a neutral syllable (no words).

4. Teach the song to the class following good rote song teaching procedures.

5. Turn in (electronically, via email) a notated copy of the song, including text and harmonic changes if appropriate, and a brief sketch about the song’s background (where it comes from, any interesting historical info, “provenance,” etc.). I will post your rote song notations to the class website.

6. Extra credit if you learn and teach an appropriate partner song, accompaniment or bass line!

