CASE STUDY

THE NATURE OF LEARNING

Jonathan is a first-year teacher in a middle school choral program that has been solid in the recent past. His program has three choirs: men’s choir for the 6th and some 7th grade boys, women’s choir for the 6th and some 7th grade girls, and Chorale, a mixed choir for 7th graders by audition only and all 8th graders. All of these ensembles have concerts on a regular basis and go to contest for ratings. He also teaches two music exploratories every day for those students who are not enrolled in choir, band or orchestra. Exploratories last for a trimester and are designed to give students an opportunity to “get their feet wet” in several different subjects that they have never experienced before. They have a performance component as well as opportunities to learn about music.

This year, a self-contained special education class for 8 emotionally impaired students has moved into his school building. The principal has approached him stating that the students in that room need to be mainstreamed into a class so that they get experience with other students outside of the special education program. It is also a contractual issue, as the special education teacher needs planning time, which is impossible to get with all of the students in the room. The principal has asked that those students be placed in Jonathan’s choirs and has asked for his feedback regarding how this should be managed.

Please discuss the following questions:

If you were Jonathan, what would your response be to the principal?

Is this a reasonable thing for the principal to request?

How would you handle the placement into your ensembles?

Would you do anything different in your teaching once these children were a part of your instructional environment?

